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To  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  V.U.D.C. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  circumstances  of  Ventnor,  for  the  year  1951. 

Early  in  the  year  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  Captain  W.  G. 
Saunders,  developed  an  illness  which  incapacitated  him  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  time,  and  which  eventually  led  to  his  death  a  few  weeks 
before  he  was  due  to  retire  on  pension.  Although  bedridden  and 
near  death,  one  of  his  last  acts  was  to  prepare  the  statistical  data  for 
this  Report  in  respect  of  the  work  carried  out  by  him.  By  his  death 
the  Health  Department  and  the  Council  have  lost  a  conscientious 
and  valued  member  of  the  staff,  whose  advice  was  of  the  greatest 
assistance  at  all  times. 

We  were  fortunate  to  obtain  the  services  of  Mr.  P.  Rees,  of 
Winchester,  who  took  over  the  duties  of  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the 
latter  half  of  the  year,  and  who  enabled  the  Health  Department  to 
carry  out  its  full  duties,  statutory  and  otherwise. 


Vital  Statistics — (See  Page  3). 

The  estimated  population  fell  by  thirty  to  6,880.  There  was  a 
definite  fall  in  the  Birth  Rate  from  11.7  to  11.0  per  1,000  estimated 
population.  There  was  a  rise  in  the  Crude  Death  Rate  from  15.5  in 
1950  to  17.0  in  1951,  though  adjustment  by  applying  the  Comparative 
Factor  (0.70)  gives  a  Comparative  Death  Rate  of  13.1,  which  is  only 
very  slightly  above  the  rate  of  12.5  for  England  and  Wales.  Of  the 
117  total  deaths,  63  were  due  to  cardio-vascular  diseases,  22  to  cancer, 
12  to  pneumonia  and  bronchitis,  two  to  accidents  and  only  one  to 
tuberculosis. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  of  the  22  deaths  due  to  cancer 
(12  males  and  10  females),  three,  all  men,  died  from  cancer  of  the 
lung.  The  deaths  in  the  Island  as  a  whole  from  this  disease  were  27, 
of  which  24  were  males.  Not  only  is  cancer  of  the  lung  a  disease 
occurring  primarily  in  males,  but  it  has  become  apparent  in  recent 
years  that  it  affects  primarily  tobacco-smokers.  Statistical  evidence 
in  this  country  and  in  the  U.S.A.  indicates  very  strongly  that  tobacco- 
smokers  aged  40  and  over  are  many  times  more  likely  to  contract 
cancer  of  the  lung  than  are  non-smokers.  The  causative  factor  has 
not  yet  been  discovered,  but  the  association  of  tobacco-smoking  with 
this  form  of  cancer  is  very  significant. 
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Housing. 

Some  of  the  worst  cases  of  hardship  and  distress  due  to  bad 
housing  were  relieved  by  the  building  of  new  houses  and  flats  during 
the  year.  Unfortunately,  the  present  rate  of  construction  is  barely 
sufficient  to  balance  the  loss  due  to  deterioration  of  many  existing 
dwellings.  Many  of  these  older  dwellings  cannot  be  made  satis¬ 
factory  at  reasonable  cost,  and  until  sufficient  new  houses  become 
available,  their  occupants  must  continue  to  exist  under  deplorable 
conditions.  At  least  one  cause  of  our  falling  Birth  Rate  is  patently 
obvious — responsible  couples  are  loath  to  bring  children  into  the 
world  until  they  have  decent  homes  for  them. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

There  was  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  incidence  of 
notifiable  diseases.  The  total  was  81  (177  in  1950),  of  which  measles 
accounted  for  42  (159  in  1950)  and  whooping  cough  26  (6  in  1950). 
Whooping-cough  (more  accurately  called  pertussis,  because  by  no 
means  all  cases  “  whoop  ”)  is  still  a  serious  disease,  particularly  in 
infants  under  two,  and  this  and  measles  would  undoubtedly  have 
caused  many  deaths  had  it  not  been  for  modern  drugs.  In  fact,  there 
were  no  deaths  from  any  infectious  diseases  throughout  the  year. 

Once  again,  there  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria.  This  was 
indeed  fortunate  for  Ventnor,  for  only  40.8  per  cent  of  the  pre-school 
child  population  were  protected  by  immunisation,  and  only  60.4  per 
cent  of  the  schoolchildren. 

Tuberculosis  increased  markedly  from  8  (including  5  transfers 
from  the  mainland)  in  1950,  to  14  (including  5  transfers  from  the 
mainland)  in  1951.  There  was  only  one  death  from  tuberculosis, 
thanks  to  modern  drugs  and  new  methods  of  treatment,  but  this  is  no 
cause  for  complacency.  In  Scandinavia,  tuberculosis  sanatoria  have 
no  waiting-lists  and  are  able  and  willing  to  accept  patients  from  this 
country.  This  is  due  to  several  factors,  chief  of  which  are  complete 
elimination  of  tuberculous  cows,  and  the  routine  vaccination  of  all 
susceptible  members  of  the  population  with  B.C.G.  vaccine;  as  a 
result,  tuberculosis  is  well  on  the  way  to  being  eradicated.  It  may  be 
noted  that  in  this  country  it  is  estimated  that  40  per  cent  of  our  cattle 
are  infected  with  the  disease,  while  two  per  cent  excrete  the  germ  in 
their  milk. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

DONALD  WARREN  BROWNE, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL 

Total  hours  of  Sunshine  during  1951 

1822.1 

Jah.  70.8 

Feb.  87.4  Mar.  103.7  April  208.4 

May  192.9 

June  275.0 

July  258.5  Aug.  192.7  Sept.  116.9 

Oct.  167.1 

Nov.  84.7 

Dec.  64.0 

Area  in  acres 

3,522 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1951) 

2,339 

Rateable  value 

£68,860 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate 

£252  8s. 

Istics. 

Population. 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate 

6,880 

Live  births. 

Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident 

population 

11-0 

Live  births. 

Comparative  factor  (births) 

Ml 

Comparative  Birth  Rate 

12-2 

Live  births. 

Rate  per  1 ,000  of  England  and  Wales 

15-5 

Still  births 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

13-0 

Deaths. 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  of  esti¬ 

mated  resident  population 

17-0 

Comparative  factor  (deaths) 

0-70 

Comparative  death  rate 

13-1 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

12-5 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes 

Nil. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 

age: —  Male 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year 
of  age  per  1,000  live  births  . . 
Death  rate  of  legitimate  infants  per 
1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Death  rate  of  illigetimate  infants  per 
1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births  . . 
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Female 

1 

1 

26-3 

14-9 

111-1 
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Health  Services. 

Prevalence  and  Control  of 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 

Cases  Admitted 

Total 

Notified 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

2 

1 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

8 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

2 

2 

— 

Poliomyelitis  (Non-Paralytic) 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

42 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

26 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

81 

3 

— 

» 

Age  at  Date  of  Notification. 


Age 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Poliomyelitis 

(Paralytic) 

Poliomyelitis 

(Non-paralytic) 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

Erysipelas 

Under  1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

3 

_ 

_ 

1 

and 

under 

3  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

5 

— 

— 

3 

99 

99 

5  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

10 

10 

— 

— 

5 

99 

99 

10  . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

8 

— 

— 

10 

99 

99 

15  .. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

15 

99 

99 

20  .. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

20 

99 

99 

35  . . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

35 

99 

99 

45  . . 

45 

99 

99 

65  . . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65 

and 

over  . 

. 

4 

Totals 

2 

— 

1 

8 

2 

— 

42 

26 

— 

— 

Totals 
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Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks. 

NONE  NOTIFIED. 

Diphtheria  Prophylaxis. 

The  percentage  of  the  child  population 
it  is  considered  were  immunised  at 

Aged  under  5 — -15 

5  years  years 

31.12.51  .  40-8  60-4 

(This  estimate  includes  so  far  as  can  be  assessed,  children  immunised 
in  the  Authority’s  area  by  private  arrangements  and  children  who 
have  come  into  the  area  after  being  immunised  elsewhere. 

Non-Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

From  the  weekly  returns  of  Headteachers : — 

Chicken  Pox  . .  . .  . .  14 

German  Measles  . .  . .  . .  1 

Influenza  . .  .  .  . .  . .  4 

Ringworm  . .  . .  . .  1 

20 


Tuberculosis. 


Age  Periods 

Total 

New  Cases 

Total 

Deaths 

Pulm. 

Non-Pulm. 

Pulm. 

Non-Pulm. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  and  under 

1 

1  „ 

55 

5 

5  „ 

55 

10 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  „ 

55 

15 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  „ 

55 

20 

20  „ 

55 

25 

3 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  „ 

55 

35 

5 

1 

4 

35  „ 

55 

45 

3 

— 

3 

45  „ 

55 

.  1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55  „ 

55 

65 

65  and  over 

Total 

*14 

3 

7 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

#  This  number  includes  5  transfers  from  the  mainland. 


6 


Factories  Act,  1937. 

REPORT  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the 
year  1951,  for  the  Urban  District  of  Ventnor  in  the  County  of  the 
Isle  of  Wight. 


Part  I  of  the  Act. 

1 .  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector). 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(I)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 

3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

16 

20 

3 

(II)  Factories  not  included  in  (I)  in 
which  section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

19 

23 

2 

(III)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out-work¬ 
ers’  premises) 

Total 

35 

43 

5 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Re¬ 

medied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.) 

2 

2 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7.) 

(a)  Insufficient  . . 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

— 

— 

—  . 

—  . 

— 

Total 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 
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Water  Supply. 

The  water  undertaking  of  the  Ventnor  Council  was  taken  over 
on  March  31st,  1951  by  the  Isle  of  Wight  Water  Board  which  is  now 
responsible  for  the  supply  of  water  to  the  Councils’  area. 

Sources  of  the  Supply. 

These  continue  as  in  previous  years,  viz. 

(a)  The  Wroxall- Ventnor  railway  tunnel  draining  the  downland 
catchment  area. 

(b)  An  adit  leading  into  a  well  sunk  beneath  the  pumping  station  in 
Mitchell  Avenue. 

(c)  A  heading  driven  into  St.  Martin’s  Down  which  supplies  the 
Wroxall  district. 

Adequacy  of  Supply. 

Throughout  1951  there  was  an  ample  supply  of  water  and  no 
complaints  were  received  of  any  shortage. 

Quality. 

Periodical  examination  of  the  supply  revealed  a  water  of 
excellent  purity  though  containing  an  appreciable  amount  of  sileceous 
matter. 

During  1951  the  following  number  of  samples  were  submitted 
for  analysis. 

Chemical  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Bacteriological  . .  . .  . .  5 


Housing. 

Inspection  of  dwellinghouses  during  the  year. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  P.H.  or  Housing  Acts).  . .  123 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . .  164 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub-head 

1  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Consolidating  Regulations  1925-32  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . .  Nil 
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3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

4.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  re¬ 

ferred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  123 


Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  of  their 

Officers  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  ....  90 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936: 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . .  . .  Nil 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  by  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  123 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  by  owners  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  16 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  Housing  Act, 

1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  . .  . .  . .  Nil 
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(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  Nil 

Visits  and  Inspections. 

Houses,  Public  Health  Act . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  134 

Slaughterhouse  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  178 

Butchers  Shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  138 

Food  Shops  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  212 

Hotels,  Boarding  Houses,  Cafes,  etc.  . .  . .  . .  129 

Bakehouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  24 

Cowsheds  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 

Dairies  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  25 

Fish  Shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  40 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  25 

Drains  inspected  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  68 

Drains  tested  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  51 

Revisits  to  properties  under  notice  . .  . .  . .  146 

Public  Conveniences  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  39 

Factories  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  46 

Interviews-owners  and  others  . .  . .  . .  . .  66 

Complaints  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  101 

Pigsties  and  Stables  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  19 

Miscellaneous  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  36 

Infectious  diseases  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Fumigations  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  14 

Water  Samples  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 


Total  1513 


Summary  of  repairs  and  improvements  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Roofs  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  18 

Dampness  remedied  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Window  Sashes  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  ...  4 

Window  Sash  Cords  renewed  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 
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Grates  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Copper  Furnaces  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Flushing  Cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  . .  3 

Eaves  gutters  and  downspouts  repaired  or  renewed  . .  10 

Chimney  Stacks  and  Flashings  repaired  . .  . .  7 

Drains  repaired  and  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  23 

New  Drains  laid  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

New  W.C.  Pans  * .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

New  W.C.  Seats  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Soil  Pipes  ventilated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Ceilings  and  Walls  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Ceilings  and  Walls  redecorated  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Yard  and  other  Paving  repaired  or  renewed  . .  . .  12 

Water  Storage  Tanks  renewed  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Water  Storage  Tanks  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  5 

Sink  Waste  Pipes  renewed  . .  . .  , .  . .  5 

New  Inspection  Chambers  built  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

New  Inspection  Chambers-Covers  renewed  . .  . .  1 


Food  Supply. 

Inspections  and  Condemnations. 

(1)  Bacon  Factory  Wroxall.  Messrs.  Flux  &  Sons,  Ltd. 

No.  of  Pigs  slaughtered,  Jan.  1st — Dec.  31st,  1951  9895 

No.  of  Pigs  inspected,  Jan.  1st — Dec.  31st,  1951  9895 

Condemnations. 


All  diseases  except  T.B. 

Whole  Carcases 

1 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 

Parts  of  Carcases 

63 

T.B.  only.  Carcases 

•  •  ••  ••  •• 

10 

T.B.  only.  Carcases  of 

which  some  part  was 

condemned 

•  •  ••  ••  •• 

383 

Summary  of  Meat  Condemned  at  Bacon  Factory. 

* 

Pigs  Carcases  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 1 

Pigs  Heads  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  185 

Pigs  Plucks  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  397 

Total  Weight  of  above  Meat  condemned  . .  -  7690  lbs. 
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(2)  Condemnations  at  Restaurants,  Boarding  Houses  and  Food  Shops. 


Fish  (fresh)  Cod,  Haddock,  Plaice  and  Cod  Fish  296  lbs. 
Canned  Meat  Products:  Ham,  Steak,  Luncheon 

Meat  and  Chicken  . .  . .  . .  . .  718  lbs. 

Eggs  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  232J  doz. 

Milk  (tinned)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  145  tins 

Various  Canned  foods:  Fruit,  Vegetable,  Fish  . .  275  tins 

Butter  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  116  lbs. 

Cheese  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6|lbs. 

Margarine  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1  lb. 

Cooking  Fat  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1  lb. 

Bacon  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  ljlbs. 

Sugar  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  10  lbs. 

Flour  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  15  lbs. 

Oats .  95  lbs. 

Dried  Apricot  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  82  lbs. 

Teeseed  Oil  . .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  • .  5  galls. 

Meat  (fresh)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  26 1  ^lbs. 


f 


■ 
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